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COMMUNICATIVE ENGLISH — MAJOR
Paper : DSE-A-2

(Discourse Analysis)

Full Marks : 65

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.
Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words

as far as practicable.

1. Answer any two out of the following : 10×2

(a) What is a text? How does it differ from discourse? What are the types of written discourse?

(b) Differentiate in form between written and spoken language.

(c) What do you understand by signposting? What are the various purposes for which signposts are
used in English language?

(d) Write briefly on the principles of ‘local interpretation’ and of ‘analogy’.

2. Write short notes on any four of the following : 5×4

(a) Cohesion in discourse

(b) Co-reference

(c) Thematization and Staging

(d) Person deixis

(e) Cataphora

(f) What is ‘text’?

(g) Cohesion

(h) Coherence in the interpretation of discourse.

3. Read the following passages and identify the topic sentence for each of them. Write the topic sentence
in your answer scripts and justify your choice. 5×2

(a) New laws to protect Britain from a tidal wave of illegal immigrants will be rushed through at
breakneck speed. Ministers fear a deluge of bogus applications for political asylum from people
seeking an easy life in the UK. Experts believe that seven million people from the crisis-torn parts
of central and East Europe plan to flood into Western Europe. Proposed measures include
finger-printing asylum-seekers to prevent fraud and to stop cheats sneaking back under false names.
The automatic right of some asylum-seekers to get free homes from local councils will be scrapped.
And appeal hearings, which can allow cheats to stay for years before being booted out, will be
speeded up.
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(b) Are five million jobs in Britain about to be replaced by tiny chips of silicon? It is a prospect that is
sending shivers down the spines of Ministers, civil servants, academics and trade union leaders. The
silicon chips are, of course, microprocessors, minute but highly sophisticated electronic circuits suited
to an almost infinite variety of applications, from being used in the humble pocket calculator to being
used to control the entire automated factories and warehouses. The effects the microprocessor will
have on employment are the subject of intense argument. For those who like to keep their worries
in fashion, the silicon chip revolution has taken over pollution, the energy crisis, and the global wars
as a subject of concern.

4. Read the following passage and identify the various signposts that have been used to maintain cohesion
in the given passage. What are the purposes for which these signposts have been used in your opinion?

5

What makes a good listener? This is a question oft asked in the communications paradigm. First of all,
a listener should be interested in what the speaker is saying and this interest can be demonstrated by
keeping eye contact, nodding, making encouraging noises. Secondly, a listener is also not distracted by
other environmental things and concentrates on the speaker. Moreover, he or she is not afraid to ask the
speaker to explain or clarify something, for example, in case he or she is unaware of a socio-cultural
context of a given remark or if the issue is simply confusing. He or she knows when the speaker wants
him or her to respond or keep quiet and is always encouraging of the speaker. However, a good listener,
must under no circumstances discriminate, or harbour prejudice for the speaker. He or she should listen
attentively to people from all age groups, gender affiliations, social and ethnic backgrounds. He or she
should therefore empathise with the speaker and when it is his or her turn to respond, should refer to the
speaker’s remarks. Finally, being a good listener takes time, effort, practice but above all, motivation.

5. Read the following passage and analyse it based on the following parameters : 2+5+3

(a) Comment on the type and context of the text.

(b) Find instances of discourse markers such as anaphora and deixis.

(c) Comment on the overall unity of the text in terms of its logical development.

I’m going to talk to you today about climate change, because I think it’s one of the most serious
problems that faces humanity in the twenty-first century. Climate change seems to be on everybody’s
lips these days. Quite frequently in the news media, we hear about extreme weather events–floods,
droughts, heat waves, strange snowfalls and increasingly, people are questioning whether these are
actually natural events or they’re perhaps the results of the impacts of Man’s activities on the Earth’s
climate. But what I want to know is if there’s apparently such widespread concern and belief about
climate change, why is it so difficult for the governments to tackle? So, in this talk, I’m going to start off
by reviewing the evidence for believing that climate change is a real phenomenon and is actually happening
and then I’m going to go on to think about why it is so difficult to get international action to address
climate change.


